'IRAQ,
new Chamber which would not only ratify the new Treaty of
1930 without raising difficulties, but which would also contain
Cabinet material on which he could ring Ministerial changes
as he thought necessary, made his personal approval obligatory
before candidates received government support.
In the conduct of general administration, however, the inter-
vention of the King was as a rule well directed and in the
interests of the country as a whole. To him has been ascribed
the initiation of the Capital Development Works scheme,1
whereby revenue from oil-concessions was earmarked for
definite projects to facilitate the development of the country.3
To him has been given the credit for the plans to settle the tribes
on the land, and the development of residential amenities
about Baghdad. In administrative appointments, his early
inclination to find employment for those who had served him in
western Arabia was never entirely overcome, but in general, as a
result of his influence, more suitable appointments were made
and without regard for religious distinctions. His broad out-
look and his consideration for each community in proportion
to its contribution to the welfare of 'Iraq enabled him to take
a wider view of affairs than many of his Ministers and the
majority of his subjects. It is a fact that although Iraqis
universally proclaimed their familiarity with democratic
institutions from the time of the Ottoman regime, and boldly
asserted their competence to run them, conditions in 'Iraq were
far from ideal for the introduction of such institutions. No
adequate class existed from which responsible and public-
spirited officials could be drawn, nor was there a substantial
body of literate and informed citizens with which to work the
democratic institutions as provided in the Constitution.
An even greater obstacle was the lack of social consciousness
i By the Prime Minister, NttrJ Pasha, in a speech to the Chamber, May 3ist,
» Cf publication by the Department of Public Works, 'Iraq: Budget Estimates
for the Years 1930 and 193* and Capital Development Works Budget for 5 Years
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